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SPEAKER BIOS 
 

 

PHILIP C. BERG 
Chairman of the Corporate practice and Co-Chairman of the Privacy & Cybersecurity practice - Otterbourg P.C. 
 
Mr. Berg received his J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School and his B.A. with high honors from the University of 
Virginia.  He has led Otterbourg’s push into the emerging fintech fields of blockchain-based smart contracts and digital 
assets, including representing clients in security token offerings, representing cryptocurrency issuers in exchange listings 
and representing finance firms lending against digital assets collateral.   
For over 25 years, Mr. Berg has represented businesses (private and public), private equity firms, financial institutions, 
hedge funds and entrepreneurs in the acquisition and divestiture of businesses, private placement of equity and debt 
securities, corporate finance, commercial contracts, licensing, and general corporate matters. 
Mr. Berg was an early thought leader in the crypto space, publishing expert analyses as early as a half-decade ago, 
including “Bitcoin, Blockchain and Smart Contracts: Commercial Law Is About to Be Disrupted” in the New York Law 
Journal.  He is an active member of the Wall Street Blockchain Alliance and the Chamber of Digital Commerce and has 
worked with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, the U.S. House Financial Services Committee and the U.S. 
Senate Banking Committee on proposed blockchain and digital asset regulations and legislation.  He was recently 
recognized as a “Cryptocurrency/Blockchain/Fintech Trailblazer” by The National Law Journal and was previously 
recognized as a “Difference Maker” by The Secured Lender.  
 

 

DAVID BRILL 
Managing Director - FTI Consulting 
 
David Brill is a seasoned technology and financial services executive with a rich history in the digital asset arena before 
the term “FinTech” gained widespread recognition. As a true pioneer in the digital asset space, he played pivotal roles 
in some of its early milestones. Notable accomplishments include facilitating the listing of Ethereum on one of the first 
regulated digital asset exchanges, contributing to the development of the initial Bitcoin Exchange-Traded Fund (ETF) 
filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission, and providing tactical consulting expertise to numerous high-profile 
digital asset projects.  
Currently, Mr. Brill is a Managing Director in the Blockchain and Digital Assets Group with FTI Consulting and the Chair 
of the Cryptoassets Working Group within the Wall Street Blockchain Alliance, where his expertise shines in the realms 
of digital asset trading and investment.  
Mr. Brill’s distinguished career encompasses various influential positions, including his role as the Former Deputy General 
Counsel of Voyager Digital, General Counsel of OST, General Counsel of Gemini Trust Company, and Executive Vice 
President and General Counsel of American Stock Transfer & Trust Company. Prior to these roles, he served as a senior 
lawyer at Thomson Reuters. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CHRIS BRODERSEN 
Managing Director - Eisner Advisory Group LLC 
 
With nearly 40 years of experience, Chris holds vast cross-industry expertise in applying blockchain technology and 
digital asset solutions.  
With a wide-ranging background collaborating across private and public sectors, Chris brings diverse industry experience 
in Financial Services, Healthcare, Retail, Manufacturing, and Logistics. Specializing in blockchain applications and use 
cases, particularly Digital Assets, Chris serves as a knowledgeable educator and guide to the firm's practitioners and 
clients. Offering valuable insights, Chris assists in harnessing the potential of emerging blockchain technologies. 
Furthermore, Chris plays a key role in leading and enhancing the firm's expertise in the blockchain and digital asset 
domain, driving growth and advancement in the existing practice. 
Prior to joining the firm, Chris served as a Blockchain Lab Leader at a Big 4 accounting firm, guiding blockchain 
applicability to C-suite leaders and executives. Chris played a pivotal role in establishing client blockchain delivery hubs 
and ecosystems, directing educational sessions and ideation workshops to explore use cases. Leading proof-of-concept 
projects and facilitating production environments, Chris demonstrated expertise across various industries, driving 
conversations and showcasing the profound capabilities of blockchain. Additionally, as an active collaborator within an 
innovation hub, Chris explores the connection between blockchain, robotics, and the Internet of Things (IoT). 
Chris has written numerous content pieces sharing his insights on the transformative power of blockchain applications.  
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KELL CANTY 
Chief Executive Officer – Ledgible 
 
Kell is an early Bitcoin adopter, and co-founder of Ledgible, a digital asset tax and financial reporting platform 
company. In 2013 he created the first regtech in Bitcoin with Coinpliance and was a founding member of the 
Regulatory Affairs Committee of the Bitcoin Foundation. He has founded multiple Fintech’s including a leading credit 
and risk company which merged into Fair Isaac Corporation (FICO.) Previously, Kell led development of treasury 
management software for leading global banks. He holds a degree in Computer Science from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology and lives in Atlanta, Georgia. Kell is a licensed pilot, advanced scuba diver, and volunteers locally. 
Founding member: 2013 - Regulatory Affairs Committee - Bitcoin Foundation 
Co-Author: Stablecoin Primer for Accountants – Wall Street Blockchain Alliance 
Co-Author: Stablecoin Taxonomy and Key Considerations - Global Digital Finance 
 

 

CHINWE ESIMAI  
President and CEO – Scepter3 Global Advisors 
 
Chinwe is the President and CEO of Scepter3 Global Advisors, a strategic risk management advisory firm providing a 
suite of compliance and risk management services to high growth financial technology companies, banks, and 
governments. She is a leading global expert in law and compliance risk management, with over two decades of 
experience. Chinwe most recently served as Managing Director and Chief Compliance Officer for Legacy Franchises at 
Citigroup, Inc. Prior to that, she was Chief Anti-Bribery & Corruption Officer at Citigroup. She’s the first person to hold 
these titles in the bank’s history.  
Chinwe obtained her Juris Doctor from Harvard Law School. She has received numerous professional awards, including 
American Banker Most Powerful Women in Banking, Crain's New York Business Notable Diverse Leaders in Banking & 
Finance, Diversity Woman Magazine Elite 100 Black Women Changing the Face of Corporate America, and Tropics 
Magazine’s Most Powerful Africans Shaping the Future of Africa. She's spoken or has been featured at the United Nations, 
Forbes, Black Enterprise, SXSW, Time100, Essence Festival, Harvard Business School, Knowledge at Wharton, AP News, 
ABC, NBC, and CBS. 
She is the author of the book, Brilliance Beyond Borders (Harper Horizon), and host of the Brilliance Beyond Borders 
podcast. 
 

 

ADAM GOLDBERG 
Regional Operations/SME Director - S&P Global Market Intelligence 
 
Adam Goldberg is a Director and Regulatory Subject Matter Expert with S&P Global Market Intelligence. Mr. Goldberg 
is a licensed attorney with specific expertise related to derivatives and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer 
Protection Act from his time working on Capitol Hill for two of the principal drafters of the Dodd-Frank Act, Sen. Carl 
Levin (D-MI) and Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA). 
Mr. Goldberg has extensive experience with derivatives regulatory regimes and advises global financial institutions on 
how to meet their regulatory and compliance obligations. He has specialized knowledge of cryptocurrencies and digital 
assets and is responsible for managing S&P Global Market Intelligence’s relationship with the Wall Street Blockchain 
Alliance (WSBA) and the Digital Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Goldberg provides a biweekly WSBA Policy Update to 
inform alliance members of new regulatory, legal, and legislative developments that could impact the digital asset sector. 
 

 
 

JASON P. GOTTLIEB 
Partner & Chair, Digital Assets - Morrison Cohen LLP 
 
Jason Gottlieb’s practice focuses on regulatory enforcement, litigation, and arbitration relating to cryptocurrency, 
securities, commodities, futures and derivatives, and structured finance. 
Jason principally defends companies and individuals in the digital assets space, in investigations and enforcement 
actions conducted by governmental or self-regulatory agencies. He also regularly advises U.S. and foreign companies 
on blockchain and cryptocurrency law relating to litigation and regulatory risk issues. 
Jason is ranked in Chambers Band 1 for his digital assets disputes practice, and in Band 3 for his blockchain practice 
more generally. He was also named to The National Law Journal's inaugural list of Cryptocurrency, Blockchain and Fintech 
Trailblazers. He has been widely published and quoted in the media for his cryptocurrency and blockchain expertise, 
including for CNN, CNBC, Bloomberg, Fortune, The National Law Journal, New York Law Journal, Law360, The Real 
Deal, Forbes, CoinDesk, a one-on-one “fireside chat” with SEC Commissioner Hester Peirce, and many more. 
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Jason is also the principal author of the Morrison Cohen Cryptocurrency Litigation Tracker, a publicly-available, 
comprehensive resource that follows regulatory actions and pronouncements, private litigation, and other events of 
interest in the cryptocurrency space. 
 

 

 
 

MAREDITH HANNON  
Head of Business Development, Digital Assets - WisdomTree 
 
Maredith Hannon joined WisdomTree in May 2022 and is the Head of Business Development for Digital Assets. In this 
role, she is responsible for leading business development and partnerships for WisdomTree’s digital assets division, 
including WisdomTree Prime and WisdomTree Connect. Prior to joining WisdomTree, she was an Executive Director at 
Morgan Stanley, Head of Business Development and Strategy for the Outsourced Chief Investment Office (OCIO) and 
previously held sales and strategy roles at Bank of America Merrill Lynch. She received an A.B., cum laude, from 
Georgetown University. She serves as Vice President of WisdomTree Securities and is Series 7, 66 and 24 registered. 
 

 
 

ADAM ISRAEL 
Chief Operating Officer - MESH 
 
Adam Israel is a business executive with over 20 years of experience in the financial services industry. After working in 
the wealth management and banking sector as Managing Director, Investments and Insurance, EVP, Premier Banking at 
HSBC, Adam co-founded Mesh in 2020, where he assumed the Chief Operations Officer role. 
Adam brings deep expertise in a number of areas, including policy and regulatory affairs, strategy, business 
development, risk assessment, and corporate governance. In his role at Mesh, he oversees key operational aspects, 
including compliance, accounting, and human resources. 
 

 
 

CHARLES JANSEN  
Managing Director, Head of DeFi Transformation - S&P Global 
 
Charles Jansen is one of the two cofounders of the DeFi team at S&P Global. In his role Charles integrates the technical 
expertise as well as the digital assets and crypto ecosystem knowledge to guide the development of new products and 
services. He is also co-leading all investments and franchise creation for S&P Global Rating in his field. His team serves 
as a center of excellence for all other S&P Global divisions.   
Charles has been active in the blockchain field since 2013. 
He joined S&P Global Market Intelligence in 2012 in Argentina. In his previous role, Head of Cognitive Automation, he 
pioneered Data Science and Machine Learning at S&P Global and helped to automate five departments.  
Charles lived and worked in France, Brazil, French Guyana, Argentina, and China. He moved to the USA in 2023. 
 

 
 

JOSHUA ASHLEY KLAYMAN  
U.S. Head of Fintech and Head of Blockchain and Digital Assets - Linklaters LLP 
 
Josh is the firm’s U.S. Head of Fintech and Head of Blockchain and Digital Assets. She is one of the best-known blockchain 
and cryptocurrency lawyers in the U.S. and globally, highly regarded for her extensive experience in, and deep 
knowledge of, blockchain, smart contracts, and cryptocurrency matters, including initial coin offerings (ICOs)/digital 
token offerings. 
Josh has represented or consulted to global technology companies, token sellers, cryptocurrency exchanges and 
relayers; venture, hedge, and private equity funds and their portfolio companies; token marketers and broker-dealers; 
funds interested in trading digital assets; and major global investment banks, insurance companies, financial institutions 
and asset managers, among others. 
By background, Josh is a finance and corporate lawyer. She spent over 10 years representing lenders and borrowers in 
leveraged finance and banking transactions and public and private organizations in a broad array of commercial 
transactions and corporate governance matters. Before joining Linklaters, Josh co-founded a blockchain and smart 
contracts group at a global law firm and set up her own boutique blockchain consultancy. 
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BERALDA KOKOSHI  
Business Development Lead- DTCC Digital Assets 
 
Ada leads Business Development at DTCC Digital Assets (formerly Securrency). In her role, Ada works closely with her 
team and key stakeholders across the organization to generate revenue growth, enhance client engagement and ensure 
successful program execution.    
Ada joined DTCC Digital Assets in 2021, following a 15-year career at State Street Bank and Trust. At State Street, she 
worked across several asset servicing business lines including Custody Operations, Middle Office Outsourcing, Global 
Markets and Product Innovation and Strategy. Her most recent role at State Street was in the Digital Asset and Innovation 
area, where she participated in several industry POCs focused on digital assets. 
 

 

 
 

RICHARD B. LEVIN 
Chair - FinTech and Regulation Practice - Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP  
 
Richard B. Levin is chair of the FinTech and Regulation Practice of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP and one of 
the first lawyers to focus on the regulation of blockchain and digital assets. He is considered a thought leader in the 
FinTech space. Richard has been advising FinTech clients on legal and regulatory issues since the start of electronic 
trading in the late 1990s. His practice focuses on helping financial services and technology clients identify and address 
regulatory issues as they build their businesses.  Richard’s practice focuses on the representation of early stage and 
publicly traded companies in the FinTech space, including investment banks, broker-dealers, investment advisers, peer-
to-peer lending platforms, digital currency trading platforms, ATSs, exchanges, and custodians. He represents these 
firms before the SEC, the CFTC, FINRA, the U.S. Department of the Treasury, the OCC, state regulators, and Congress. 
Richard has been identified by Chambers and Partners as one of the leading lawyers in the Blockchain and 
Cryptocurrencies category for seven years since the inception of the category. He has been recognized by Chambers for 
his knowledge on securities regulatory matters, great relationships with regulators, for helping clients push the 
boundaries of the FinTech sector, and for his advice on matters such as broker-dealer licensing and alternative trading 
systems.   
 

 
 

MARK LI 
National Technology and Blockchain Digital Assets Assurance Partner - Aprio LLP 
 
Based in San Francisco Bay Area office, Mark Li is Aprio LLP’s National Technology and Blockchain/Digital Assets 
Assurance Leader and an Audit Partner. Mark has over 25 years of experience in public accounting and private industry, 
16 of which were with a Big 4 accounting firm (Deloitte) and Grant Thornton in the San Francisco Bay Area.  
Mark has experience serving blockchain and crypto companies, including blockchain as a service, exchanges, 
marketplace platforms, wallets, custodians, miners, investment funds, NFTs, stablecoin and other token issuers as well 
as pre-IPO early stage, venture-backed and fintech and technology companies, including software, SaaS, marketplace 
platform, payments/gift cards, E-commerce and specialty lending.  
In addition to audit services, Mark assists companies with technical accounting, internal controls and audit readiness. 
Mark holds an active CPA license in California and is also an adjunct accounting professor at San Francisco State 
University. 
 

 

 
 

IOANA NICULCEA 
Head of Partnerships - Citi Digital Assets 
 
Ioana Niculcea leads Partnerships for Citi Digital Assets. In this capacity, she drives Citi’s digital client engagement 
approach and works to operationalize such opportunities via partnerships and solution co-development with investor 
and corporates clients, as well as digital innovators. Prior to this role Ioana built and led the Fintech and Digital practice 
within Citi Markets Business Advisory Services team, a strategy consultancy team advising the C-suite of Citi Markets 
institutional investment manager clients. 
In her pre-Citi career, Ioana developed strategic partnerships and investments with FinTech companies at JPMorgan. She 
also worked in strategy consulting for Monitor Deloitte and in macroeconomics at the International Monetary Fund. 
Ioana holds a BA in Economics from the University of Virginia and an MBA from Harvard Business School. 
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ANNELISE OSBORNE 
Chief Business Officer - Kadena 
 
Annelise Osborne is Chief Business Officer at Kadena, a Layer 1, POW blockchain where she is focused on upgrading 
finance. Annelise has over 20 years of experience in finance, credit, real estate, family office, risk, structuring, governance, 
and digital assets. She was previously Head of Institutional for Arca Labs, working with companies to drive blockchain 
innovation through strategic partnerships and advisory services as well as COO of Propellr, a broker dealer in digital 
assets. Annelise spent 12 years at Moody's Investor Service in structured finance. She is a board advisor and university 
lecturer. Her book, From Hoodies to Suits: Innovating Digital Assets in Traditional Finance, hit shelves this summer. 
Annelise holds an MBA from Columbia Business School and a BA in Economics from The College of William and Mary. 
 

 

 

RON QUARANTA 
Founder & Chairman - Wall Street Blockchain Alliance  
 
Ron possesses over three decades of experience in the global financial services and technology industries. He currently 
serves as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Wall Street Blockchain Alliance, the world’s leading non-profit 
trade association promoting the comprehensive adoption of blockchain technology and cryptoassets across global 
markets. In his prior role, Ron served as Chief Executive Officer of DerivaTrust Technologies, a pioneering software and 
technology firm for financial market participants. Prior to this he held several executive roles in financial markets and 
fintech, including Head of Exchange Trading for the Americas, and Global Head of Trading Analytics for Thomson 
Reuters. Ron is the editor and contributing author of the book “Blockchain in Financial Markets and Beyond: Challenges 
and Applications”, published Risk Books, as well as an ongoing contributing author to the “Blockchain & Cryptocurrency 
Regulation” reference guide, published annually by Global Legal Insights. He is the Lead Author for the ISACA 
Blockchain Framework as well as a member of the ISACA Emerging Technology Advisory Group.  
 

 

DINA ELLIS ROCHKIND 
Counsel, Government Affairs and Strategy - Paul Hastings LLP 
 
Dina Ellis Rochkind is Counsel, Government Affairs and Strategy in the Paul Hastings Fintech practice and is based in the 
firm’s Washington, D.C. office. Her practice focuses on representing clients before US Members of Congress and the 
regulatory agencies. Dina represents clients in matters involving regulation, policymaking, legislation, advisory work, 
enforcement actions and crisis management. Her practice includes representing major Fintech, cryptocurrency, 
blockchain, Web3, and TradFi companies. She also represents and serves on advisory boards for numerous startups that 
are using innovative technologies including blockchain. 
Prior to joining Paul Hastings, Dina spent a large part of her career working on Capitol Hill on the House Financial Services 
Committee, Senate Banking Committee, and US Treasury Department. Her experience gives her a unique historical 
perspective on financial services law and regulation in the US. In the George W. Bush Administration, she served as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Consumer Affairs and Community Policy at the US Treasury Department She was 
responsible for consumer finance issues, including subprime lending, financial inclusion, consumer credit and fair lending 
prior to the 2008 financial crisis and the creation of the CFPB. 
 

 

 
 

GARETH RHODES 
Managing Director - Pacific Street  
 
Gareth Rhodes serves as Managing Director at Pacific Street Research & Advisory, a firm that provides analytical and 
research service for institutional investors in the crypto sector. In addition, Gareth manages institutional relationships and 
strategy for MH Trading & Capital Markets, a division of MH Ventures. He has served in senior legal and regulatory 
positions in government and the private sector, most recently as Deputy Superintendent of the New York State 
Department of Financial Services. 

 

KAYVAN SADEGHI 
Partner - Jenner & Block LLP 
 
Kayvan represents clients at the forefront of technology, finance, and media, helping them navigate unchartered legal 
waters to resolve litigation and enforcement matters that threaten their way of doing business. He was recognized by 
Chambers & Partners’ 2024 Fintech Guide as a leading individual for Crypto-Asset Disputes. The guide notes that Kayvan 
is “deeply knowledgeable on all things crypto” and “a stellar litigator and a great strategist. He is a strong player.” 



 
 

 6 

 Kayvan serves as lead counsel for defendants and sophisticated plaintiffs in complex commercial and securities litigation 
nationwide, often involving nine or 10-figure damages. He also regularly defends clients in high-stakes investigations 
before the US Department of Justice, the SEC, state attorneys general, and other regulators. His clients include leading 
base layer protocols and their founders, CeFi and DeFi platforms, data oracles, crypto hedge funds and investors, NFT 
gaming projects, and others. He is especially sought after for creative problem-solving based on his sophisticated 
understanding of technologies and broad perspective on what other industry participants are doing. 
 

 

ALEXANDRA SCHIEBE 
Partner – Steptoe LLP 
 
Alexandra C. Scheibe focuses her practice on blockchain and crypto, derivatives and fintech. Alexandra represents 
cryptocurrency and blockchain companies, as well as financial institutions and fintech companies in all aspects of 
regulatory and transaction matters in the fintech, blockchain, and derivatives and structured finance markets. Alexandra 
is widely recognized in the blockchain and cryptocurrency industry. 
Alexandra has over 20 years of experience in financial services and related transactions. Alexandra regularly represents 
financial services firms in connection with financial products including a wide range of derivatives, including interest rate 
swaps, total return swaps, credit default swaps, caps and options, as well as guaranteed investment contracts, forward 
purchase agreements, repurchase agreements and other reinvestment products and structured products, securitizations 
and other bespoke transactions. She regularly advises swap dealers, security-based swap dealers and other derivatives 
market participants on their transactions and regulatory strategy. She provides guidance on securities laws, commodities 
laws, SEC and CFTC regulatory inquiries, as well as state and international regulation. 
Alexandra regularly advises cryptocurrency and blockchain companies on emerging federal and state regulatory issues. 
Her practice also involves regulatory strategy, structuring and negotiating transactions for blockchain and cryptocurrency 
companies, and has focused on the use and implementation of blockchain technology in platforms for derivatives, 
structured finance and securitization. 
 

 

GIOVANNI VICIOSO 
Global Head of Cryptocurrency Products - CME Group 
 
Giovanni Vicioso serves as CME Group’s Global Head of Cryptocurrency Products. He is responsible for leading the 
development and execution of the company’s cryptocurrency product strategies, including its innovative suite of 
tradeable benchmark derivatives such as Bitcoin and Ether futures and options, as well as Micro Bitcoin and Ether futures 
and options, in addition to its wide range of cryptocurrency reference rates and real-time pricing indices.  
Vicioso first joined CME Group in 2012 as Senior Director of Equity Products, in which he also began his involvement in 
CME Group's Cryptocurrency business. Prior to CME Group, he served as Vice President for RBC Capital Markets' Equity 
Derivatives Group on their OTC Equity Derivatives desk. Prior to RBC, he worked at Deutsche Bank in the Global Equity 
Derivatives Division.  
 

 

 

PAT WHITE  
Chief Executive Officer, Bitwave 
 
Pat White is the Co-Founder and CEO of Bitwave, the #1 digital asset finance platform for enterprises. Bitwave automates 
accounting workflows, enables regulatory compliance, reduces tax burden complexity, streamlines payments, and unifies 
data with a modern, connected platform. 
Pat is a recognized software engineering leader with over ten years of experience building enterprise software at Intuit, 
Microsoft, Five9, and Fortify Software (now HP Security). Pat launched an enterprise software consulting firm (Ally 
Software) in 2009, which he ran for three years before creating Synata, an enterprise search engine that Cisco acquired 
in 2016. 
Pat has contributed to Bitcoin and Ethereum codes and is deeply involved in several leading on-chain projects. He is a 
co-host of The DeFi Daily podcast and a University of Southern California graduate. 
 

 


